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Abstract: The Hijra community is an integral part of wider society as
a whole. The objective of this article is to illustrate the community’s
traditional political system and its transformation. In line with the
aims, this study has been conducted by incorporating data from both
primary and secondary sources. According to the findings, family and
social attitudes towards hijra children change as a child grows and
develops characteristics similar to those of hijras. Consequently, the
child leaves the family, becomes a member of the hijra society under
a Guruma (head of the family of the hijra community), and starts
living. The distinct feature of the society is the traditional political
system, consisting mainly of Darajni, Guruma and Chela. In this
political structure, ‘Darajni’ is the ultimate leader, while ‘guruma’
remains in charge of chela. When there is dispute among the followers,
guruma settles it by herself. But if it is complicated, darajni solves
it through the Panchayat system. Now that their gender identity is
recognized, they are interested in altering traditional politics, and
willing to participate in the greater political system. Moreover,
as a result of this recognition, their right to vote, national identity
card, and inclusion as ‘hijra gender’ in the voter list have expanded
their scope for participation in greater politics. Many issues of the
community may be solved if their political rights are fully ensured
and their rights to their parents’ property are recognized.
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Seniority, as the major principle of social organization and social control
in the hijra community, is expressed in a hierachy of gurus (literally,
teacher) and chelas (literally, disciples). Every hijra has a guru, and
initiation into the community occurs only under the sponsorship of a guru.
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The guru-cela relationship is the most important bond among hijras
and is necessarily central to hijra conceptions of family. It is a mutually
beneficial, reciprocal relationship, entainling both social and economic
obligations and responsibilities for both parties (2005:156).
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Celas are expected to be obedient, respectful, and loyal, and to serve
their gurus well by catering to all their domestic needs. In exchange
for their celas’ services and earnings, gurus are required to look after
their health and well-being, treat them fairly, provide them clothes and
food, and give them the necessary training and knowledge about hijra
customs and manners to permit their rise in seniority. The relationship
between a gurus and her cela is often hightly idealized, with the guru
being the cela’s “mother, father, husband, sister, everything (2005:157).
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